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More Catholic Information

any Catholics needlessly continue in unscriptural ways (praying

to Mary, believing in Purgatory, attending mass, bowing before
images, wearing the brown scapular, etc.) because they have never
taken the time to sincerely seek out the truth, as declared in the Bible.
However, for the ones that have and acted upon the word of God,
there is salvation and forgiveness of sins. Dear reader, if you are a
Catholic, what could be wrong with going directly to the actual
teachingsof theLord Jesusand hisapostles, asfound intheBible,
and acting on them above all others?

Sincerity alone will not bring about salvation. There are
many sincere but unsaved religious people in various denominations
and religions. Such people claim to believe in God, but don’t know
Him as a true child of God with salvation. The Bible was written to
make us wise unto salvation through faith in Christ Jesus (2 Tim.
3:15).

W hileit might seem to make perfect sense in the natural that we
can pass our love and worship on to the one represented by a statue,
this is not the way God has chosen for us to do these things. Bowing
before and kissing an image is condemned by Scripture as idolatry.
Furthermore, such actually is an expression of hatred towards God
(Ex. 20:4,5) even though it is done unknowingly. God wants us to
worship him in spirit and in truth (John 4:23). Scripture declares we
show our love for Jesus and God by obeying their commands (John
14:14; 1 John 5:3).
|

It is somewhat common for Catholics to
think a person who left the Catholic religion

has joined a cult or some false religion.
_______________________________________________________________________________|

It issomewhat common for Catholicstothink a person who
left the Catholic religion hasjoined a cult or some false religion.
Perhaps at times, thisis a clever design to stop others who know that
person from considering their Scriptural arguments. Certainly for the
ones who find salvation through reading the Bible and placing their
faith in Jesus, such adeparture from Catholicism isbased on truth and
fear of God, as defined in Scripture.

It is out of love for the person that former Catholics who
areChristianssharethetruthsthat werespoken to M aria. If her
sister hated her she wouldn’t say anything and just let her con-
tinue in these false ways which will end in spiritual disaster. To
label such a concerned Christian a Catholic basher, or thelike, is
nothing but a slanderous, untrue charge. All people, regardlessif
they are Catholic or not, vitally need to know thetruth about sal-
vation. It isthe Christian’s responsibility before God to spread
these Scriptural truthsto every person, regardlesswhat denomi-
nation they arein. Such truth can seem very disturbing for those
who are embracing falsehood and desire to remain there.

The Catholic Church teaches that Mary is the “Gate” between
Heaven and Earth and ascribes many other unscriptural titlesand con-
ceptsto her. Another very common one isthat sheis“our life, sweet-
ness and hope,” as expressed in the Rosary. Such is not the Mary of
the Bible, but a horrible and dangerous distortion of the truth about
the mother of Jesus of Nazareth. In contrast to all of these Catholic
conceptsabout M ary being connected with our salvation, we have the
word of God which states such belongs uniquely to the L ord Jesus.
Theobject of our faith isclearly shown, inthe New Testament, to
betheonewho died on the crossfor our sinsand rose again from

thegrave. Heistheonewhowaspreached about by the apostles,
for salvation isonly found in Jesus (Acts 4:12).

Concisely stated, these are the facts that God wants all people
to know: Wemust get Biblically saved and then stay saved to en-
ter hisparadisekingdom after physical death. Sadly though, stay-
ing saved doesn’t always happen. M any people truly turn from their
sins and submit their will to the Lord Jesus as they trust him for sal-
vation, but afterwards they depart from the faith and go back to their
old sins. Such apostates (former Christians) need to know that there
will be no entrance into God'’ s kingdom for them apart from follow-
ing Jesus and remaining faithful to him to the end. They must again
repent and come back to God (as the prodigal did) to become alive
again (Luke 15:24,32). To be saved (that is, actually enter God’s
paradise, eternal kingdom), a true disciple must endure the hatred
that will come for following Jesus to the end of his life (Mt. 10:22;
Heb. 3:14). All of these truths and much more are found in the New
Testament. What one does with the message of the Bible will indeed
affect his eternal destiny. Thisincludes Y OU, the reader. God bless
you. For more information, please come to our web site.TT
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Could This be the Great Apostasy?

[continued from page 1]

and will teach you what to say.” But M oses said, “O Lord,
please send someone else to do it.” Then the Lord’s anger
burned against M oses and he said, “W hat about your brother,
Aaron theLevite? | know he can speak well. Heisalready on
his way to meet you, and his heart will be glad when he sees
you.” (Ex. 4:10-14)

Remember: God overlooked Aaron, who was M oses’s older
brother and who spoke well, to pick M oses, who was slow of speech
and tongue.

Either one of the two Scriptural standardsin 1 Tim. 3 or
Tituswould eliminate 99% of the spiritual leadersin the church
of our hour—together there would be almost a clean sweep. Our
present day spiritual leaders, for the most part, are ignorant of the
Scriptures, slothful, worldly, spiritually blind, pleasure seekers and
asleep. The ones that do have zeal seem to be only zealous to
spread their unique teaching, which sets them apart from all
other groups. One such example would be the people who wrongly
think water baptism is necessary for forgiveness of sins. Another is
keeping the Saturday Sabbath for salvation.

M oreover, many leaders are there for the wrong reason. We
went to one congregation and the present pastor got in that position
because he lost his job and needed a source of income! If he didn’t
haveinfluential supportersfrom that group (hisimmediate family) he
would not have been there as pastor. Is it any wonder why people
can't find a sound church in their area?

To have such men that are not Scripturally qualified, as exam-
ples and teachers, will result in many souls perishing. Getting back
to Mosesand Aaron, later in Exoduswe read where Aaron, as a spir-
itual leader, failed and stumbled the vast majority into idolatry with
the golden calf. He was a prime exampl e of aman-pleaser, like many
are today.

Similarly, in our day, there are unqualified (and danger-
ous) spiritual leader sever ywher e. Often people want some kind of
ministry, but aren’t qualified. They went, but weren’t sent. They an-
swered, but weren't called:
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| did not send these prophets, yet they have run with their mes-
sage; | did not speak to them, yet they have prophesied (Jer.
23:21).

Hence, their influence can be a detriment to others, as well as
to themselves. For example, to put a new convert in the position of
spiritual leadership, will jeopardize that new convert’s salvation.

Hemust not bearecent convert, or he may become conceited
and fall under the same judgment as the devil (1 Tim. 3:6).

Scripture says blind leaders are spiritually dangerous people:

If ablind man leads ablind man, both will fall into a pit (M at.
15:14).

Y ouths oppress my people, women rule over them. O my peo-
ple, your guides lead you astray; they turn you from the
path (Isa. 3:12).

You haveturned from the way and by your teaching have
caused many to stumble ... (Mal. 2:8).

Blind leaders are everywhere, yet considered reputable and in-
formed. They are even in Bible colleges and seminaries.

Too Little Time for the Bible
M ultitudes of church people are so worn out and tired from working
two jobsto make all of the paymentsthey owe, they havelittle quality
time, if any, to read the Bible for themselves. Their lives are too busy
with the cares of thislife, temporal pursuitsand TV watching to read
their eternal contract book with God [the Bible]. They, therefore,
just dangerously trust somepopular, respected, religiousteacher
or dear family member who lovesthem. Since these people are not
acquainted with the Scriptures, as they need to be, they can’t discern
the deadly errors being taught. And since these teachers are blind
themselves, they can’t feed and warn the sheep as the sheep need fed
and warned. Even if the pastors were able to feed the sheep many
wouldn't and if they did the majority of their listeners wouldn’t like
it or tolerateit. These shepherds get their easy-to-receive sermons out
of books, rather than going directly to the Bible for themselves. M any
so-called pastors are not able to preach their own sermons from their
personal study of the Bible. Instead of preaching the word asthey are
commanded (2 Tim. 4:2), they tell jokes, stories, give book reports
and smile a lot to use up the time. The sheep need fed wholesome
spiritual food, but they aren’t getting it. Hence, they are getting weak-
er and weaker and dying spiritually.

Levity from the pulpit is another area worthy of criticism.
Scripture teaches how the Word of God is to be delivered:

In everything set them an example by doing what is good. In
your teaching show integrity, seriousness and soundness of
speech that cannot be condemned, so that those who oppose
you may be ashamed because they have nothing bad to say
about us (Titus 2:7,8).

Unlike so many, we do not peddle the word of God for profit.
On the contrary, in Christ we speak before God with sincer -
ity, like men sent from God (2 Cor. 2:17).

If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very
words of God ... (1 Pet. 4:11).

| oncewent to meeting where the maj ority of peopletherewere
unsaved. The teacher was doing a fine job giving out the word of
God and unsaved people were being convicted, until he changed his
tone and told a joke. That killed the conviction that had been
there beforehand.

False Doctrine

There is no doubt that the devil has been busy and very successful
tempting people into sin and false doctrines. He has done such an
excellent job that thewickednessin the church isso rampant that
the divorcerate hasexceeded those outsidethe church and thisis
not even a concern! Thisisawhole separate issueinitself, but suf-
fice it to say that a very large percentage of remarried peoplein
theso-called church areactually in adultery, asaretheir spouses.
This also includes those pastoring congregations and teaching
over theradio. Some of these leaders have been remarried two,
three and four times. The congregations are polluted with such
forms of adultery and almost no one seems to be aware of this or
even cares anymore. But God sees all this adultery. He has not
changed his holy standards by the flood of wickedness and unfaith-
fulnessinside the church of our hour. All this hurts the holy image of
Christianity asawhole. And because of the multiple church scandals,
the church (in the eyes of the world) is a joke and lacks the power
needed to live holy. Wickedness, ignorance and deception are so
prevalent, it isoften grieving to attend a church service. It seems
to be arepeat from Jeremiah’s day:

Towhom can | speak and givewarning? Who will listen to
me? Their ears are closed so they cannot hear. The word
of the LORD isoffensiveto them; they find no pleasurein
it (Jer. 6:10).

Because the sin-filled parishioners are sitting before a blind
and ignorant leader (“pastor”) that seemsto only want to teach his 20
minute message to appease his audience, and especially the big
money-givers, little or no word is being preached. If the word was
taught, the people would find it offensive because they are in sin and
don’t see any real reason to repent. Hence, the vital message of faith-
ful and unashamed commitment to Jesus, as well as repentance, holy
living and endurance for salvation, has been replaced with: (1) toler-
ance for everyone, (2) God loves usall and (3) let’s not judge. It has
been this way for decades in many congregations and the people
there like it that way. They are comfortable in their sins and no one
better bring Holy Spirit conviction upon them, because such won't
be tolerated by the complacent pew warmers.

Inonedenominational “church” variouspotential pastorswere
candidating for the position and one of the so-called elders, who
would help decide who would be the next pastor, said we don’t want
someone who is going to shove the word down our throats! The
churches want soft, easy and short teachings, entertainment, softball
teams, swim ministries and their laughing revivals. High on their pri-
ority list is entertainment. Since so many are already addicted to TV
watching—spending multiple hours each day beforeit, they arein an
entertainment mode, which the present church |eaders have helped to
produce and perpetuate.
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The Damnable Heresy of Eternal Security

Of all of the damnable heresiesthat are being preached by the blind
guides, the worst one is eternal security (also known as the persever-
ance of the saints or once saved always saved). This security-in-sin
gospel has spread around the world and many now question the sal-
vation of atrue Christian who rejectsit. M any of the same don’t ques-
tion the salvation of an adulterer or drunkard who was once saved, but
do if you dismiss eternal security.

As mentioned earlier, one of the spiritual qualifications for a
leader in the church is doctrinal soundness. To be more precise, he
must be able to refute those that oppose sound doctrine (Titus
1:9). Our hour is so dark, that the established leaders themselves are
boldly teaching the damnable heresy of eternal security as the gospel
itself instead of refuting it as should be done. The heretics are sup-
posed to be outside the church, but now they have the platformsin the
church, at the radio and TV stations, with book publishers and they
have won the favor of large donators. The deadly lies about eternal
security continually gush forth, with little to no challenge at all, to the
eternal detriment of precious, sincere souls who really want to know
the truth.

M oreover, many of the few who recognize eternal security is
not a Christian teaching think that Christians of present and past can
(or did) teach this doctrine which is the exact opposite of what the
Book of Jude proclaims. How could it be thisbad except for apos-
tasy! Even the so-called discernment, countercult and apologetic
ministries teach and try to defend eternal security. W e have noticed
that many who come out of a falsereligion like M or monism, Ca-
tholicism or Jehovah’sWitnesses, often getimmediately ensnared
by one of these counter cult, discernment or berean ministriesthat
teach the damnable heresy of eternal security.

The Prosperity Message

The Prosperity M essage is a subtle poison which promotes greed and
materialism. | remember hearing one such teacher say he can tell what
kind of faith a person has by the kind of car he drives. Such is so far
from the message of the Bible that it bears no resemblance. If it was
Biblical, then the Lord’s disciples, who were poor, must have had
weak faith which is flatly refuted by Jesus himself:

I [Jesus] know your afflictionsand your poverty—yet you are
rich! (Rev. 2:9).

Jesussaw their material poverty, yet hesaid they wererich
spiritually! Suchisalso seeninthelife of Paul. According to the fol -
lowing, he was materially poor, yet very rich spiritually. Listen to his
concise autobiography:

For it seems to me that God has put us apostles on display at
the end of the procession, like men condemned to die in the
arena. We have been made a spectacle to the whole universe,
to angels aswell asto men. We are foolsfor Christ, but you are
so wise in Christ! We are weak, but you are strong! You are
honored, we are dishonored! To this very hour we go hungry
and thirsty, we are in rags, we are brutally treated, we are
homeless. We work hard with our own hands. When we are
cursed, we bless; when we are persecuted, we endure it; when
we are slandered, we answer kindly. Up to this moment we
have become the scum of the earth, the refuse of the world (1
Cor. 4:9-13).

Sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; poor, yet making many rich;
having nothing, and yet possessing everything (2 Cor. 6:10).

Some of the prosperity teachers also have taught if you
have enough faith, you will never suffer persecution. That is
clearly not the teaching of Scripture, especially since Stephen
was a man who was filled with faith, yet was persecuted to his
physical death (Acts6:5 cf. 7:54-60). Jesus also said hisdisciples
would be hated and per secuted:

If you belonged to the world, it would love you asits own. As
itis, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you
out of theworld. That iswhy theworld hatesyou. Remem-
ber the words | spoke to you: “No servant is greater than his
master.” |If they persecuted me, they will persecute you
also. If they obeyed my teaching, they will obey yours also
(John 15:19,20).

If material possessions would indicate how close to God
onewasand/or how much faith or Scriptural knowledge he had,
then Paul and his traveling companions were very far from
wherethey should havebeen. But that certainly wasnot the case.
They werevery closeto God and therefore material possessions
were low on their priority list. They lived holy and committed
livesasthey often risked their physical livesfor the cause of souls.
Those are the kinds of examples that turned the world upside
down in their generation. It hasalwaysbeen thisway. For oneto
really stir hisgeneration it takesa holy commitment to God that
won’'t be moved even in the face of death.

|
This horrible apostate hour has
various ministers from Catholic
to protestant swapping

pulpits at least once a year.
______________________________________________________________________|

Little or No Fear of God

Because of the false teachingsin our day, especially eternal security
and that thereisno fiery hell awaiting the wicked after their physical
death, multitudes of church people have no fear of God and are pri-
marily pursuing the sametemporal and material thingsthat the blind-
ed and dead children of the devil follow after. This hasled to untold
trouble in multiple areas. Outside the church building, it is hard to
recognize a church-goer from a rank pagan in our day. They both
basically talk the same, have the same ambitionsand goal sthat center
around money and creature comforts. The power of agodly example
isvirtually gone from our society and with it many conversions.

The Ecumenical Movement

Itisplenty bad enough with the aforementioned, but thereisyet
another mountainousproblem that certainly identifiesour pres-
ent day church as apostate. This one is sometimes known as the
ecumenical movement. This horrible apostate hour has various min-
isters from Catholic to protestant swapping pulpits at least once a
year. Such religiouscommunity leaders al so meet together asa spirit-
ual family and plan different kinds of religious events. They all seem
to consider the other one Christian, and itis probably the person with
the most people or money under his influence that will be in charge
of the group!
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In one assembly, a Catholic representative was scheduled to
have communion at the Easter Sunrise Service along with the Chris-
tiansthere in aprotestant denomination. magine that. Such an unholy
alliance has led to more and more problems and people being led
away from the truth and even becoming Catholic. If this doesn’t
smell like apostasy how much more will it take? By becoming a
friend with the world many have become enemies of God again
(James 4:4):

The Spirit clearly saysthat in later times some will abandon the
faith and follow deceiving spirits and things taught by demons.
Such teachings come through hypocritical liars, whose con-
sciences have been seared aswith ahotiron.
They forbid people to marry and order
them to abstain from certain foods, which
God created to be received with thanksgiv-
ing by those who believe and who know the
truth. For everything God created is good,
and nothing isto be rejected if it isreceived
with thanksgiving, because it is consecrated
by the word of God and prayer. If you point
these things out to the brothers, you will be
a good minister of Christ Jesus, brought up
in the truths of the faith and of the good
teaching that you have followed (1 Tim. 4:1-6).

But mark this: There will beterrible timesin the last days. Peo-
ple will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful,
proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy,
without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, bru-
tal, not lovers of the good, treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers
of pleasure rather than lovers of God—having a form of god-
linessbut denying its power. Have nothing to do with them
(2Tim. 3:1-5).

M ultitudes that profess to be Christian are described above—
they have a form of godliness but deny its power. The real Chris-
tians are commanded to have nothing to do with such religious
people, but not in our day, when wickednessand friendship with
the world are a priority. Let’s unify seems to be the norm among
such groups. They all agree on the so-called Lord’ s prayer and apos-
tles creed, but that is not the common denominator for true Christian
unity. Holiness and sound doctrine are.

The Pre-Tribulation Rapture Myth

Another ear-tickling teaching is the pre-trib rapture doctrine. This
teaching states before real hard times, including nuclear war and the
rise of antichrist, the Christians will meet the Lord in the air and for-
ever be with him in paradise. This has put the Christians off their
guard and causesthem to be unprepared for serioustrouble and
problemssuch asthisworld hasnever seen before and never will
have again. Imagine living in a society where people will openly
worship the devil and the antichrist! The laws will dictate that no per-
son will buy or sell anything without the mark of the antichrist on the
forehead or right hand. To receive that mark to continue to eat food
and buy gasoline for your car, etc. will mean that you will give your
allegiance to the devil’s man and even worship him or his image.
There will be no churchesto go to, no Christian internet sites, Bibles
will be hard to come by, etc. Wickedness will reign, but it will still be
worse! Theantichrist will target true Christiansand locate them.

Now is the time to
prepare yourself
spiritually for death

and martyrdom,
which all Christians

should walk in
constantly anyway.

With the technology we have today it is very easy to see how this
could happen. The ones who remain faithful to Jesus will refuse the
mark and either get their heads cut off or they will go into captivity:

M en wor shiped thedragon becausehehad given authority
tothebeast, and they also wor shiped the beast and asked,
“Whoislikethebeast? Who can makewar against him?”
The beast was given a mouth to utter proud words and blas-
phemiesand to exercise hisauthority for forty-two months. He
opened his mouth to blaspheme God, and to slander his name
and his dwelling place and those who live in heaven. He was
given power to makewar against thesaintsand to conquer
them. And hewasgiven authority over every tribe,
people, language and nation. All inhabitants of the
earth will worship the beast—all whose names
have not been written in the book of life belonging
to the Lamb that was slain from the creation of the
world. Hewho has an ear, let him hear. If any-
oneisto go into captivity, into captivity he will
go. If anyoneistobekilled with thesword, with
thesword hewill bekilled. Thiscallsfor patient
endurance and faithfulness on the part of the
saints (Rev. 13:4-10).

| saw thrones on which were seated those who had been given
authority to judge. And I saw the souls of those who had been
beheaded becauseof their testimony for Jesusand because
of theword of God. They had not wor shiped the beast or
his image and had not received his mark on their fore-
heads or their hands. They came to life and reigned with
Christ athousand years (Rev. 20:4).

There will be no worldwide Christian revival, like some
think will occur and then usher in thereturn of the Lord. Such
is not found in the pages of the Bible. With the above being the
future of this planet, according to the Bible, how can so many be de-
ceived by the prevalent teaching of a pre-trib rapture? Just wanting
this to be true doesn’t make it true.

Now isthetime to prepare yourself spiritually for death
and martyrdom, which all Christians should walk in constantly
anyway. The blood of the saints will flow, as the heads of the faith-
ful roll. Dear Christian, if we are the last generation thiswill include
you too, unless you make the spiritually fatal decision to take the
mark to save your physical life. Are you prepared to face the anti-
christ and die for your faith? The Christians that succumb to the
pressuresto savetheir physical livesand take the mark will lose
their salvation. They will only begaining afew yearsat most and
will get painful, ugly sores here and now, even before being
thrown intothelakeof firefor eternity. Therewill benorepent-
ance for them:

A third angel followed them and said in aloud voice: “If any-
oneworshipsthe beast and hisimage and receives hismark on
the forehead or on the hand, he, too, will drink of the wine of
God’s fury, which has been poured full strength into the
cup of hiswrath. Hewill betormented with burning sulfur
in the presence of the holy angels and of the Lamb. And
the smoke of their torment risesfor ever and ever. There
isnorest day or night for thosewho wor ship the beast and
his image, or for anyone who receives the mark of his
name.” This calls for patient endurance on the part of the
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saintswho obey God’scommandmentsand remain faithful to
Jesus (Rev. 14:9-12).

Our generation lovesreligious fairytales, including the pre-trib
teaching. Even some that know the teaching of eternal security (or the
Calvinistic equivalent of “the perseverance of the saints”) is demonic,
love the pre-trib rapture myth. One can only wonder when nuclear
war breaksout,what will happentothefaith of many that believe
they should have been raptured, but weren’t? M any will prob-
ably fall away when that occurshbecausethey weretaught wrong-

ly.

KJV Onlyism
Besides all of the above grievous problems, the devil has ripped and
splintered even more of the few real Christians over the ridiculous
KJV only issue. Please know that I’'m not referring to all KJV
users,just thosewhothink theKJV istheonly Biblethat contains
God’'sword. To these people the chief issue isto see to it that every
Christian only reads the archaic and almost incomprehensible KJV.
To them all other translations are perversions. One of their chief un-
scholarly scholars, Gail Riplinger, seems to focus on left out words,
phrases or verses that the newer translations don’t have when com-
pared to the KJV. It apparently has never dawned on her or her fol-
lowers, that perhaps the KJV added those words, phrases and verses.
(Please see our Critique of Gail Riplinger’s Scholarship and KJV
Onlyism.)

If one reads only the KJV he will have alimited understanding
of the Bible because the wording is so outdated and misleading. Not
only will the words, that few have ever heard of before, frustrate and
discourage the KJV onlyite, the words they think they know often
mean something different. In one congregation, they first read the
KJV, then immediately read a newer translation to find out what the
KJV Scripture was saying!

The people that fight for the King James Bible alone are, from
our observation, mainly very aggressive, misinformed and highly divi-
sive. They consider you unworthy to teach them, even on a
subject they mutually agree on, unless you use only the
KJV. To them, all books not based exclusively on the
KJV, are at best inferior, solely on this single point.

At other times they are seemingly rational, but
when it comes to this, they blindly repeat what they
have been taught by their misinformed leaders. As
discouraged, beaten down and disappointed many
Christians are in our dark hour, this KJV only
issue has actually madeit worse. It istheicing on the
devil’s cake to cause even more harm.

The Yeshua Group

Similar to the KJV onlyism group are the Y eshua people. M any, but
not all, of thesesamepeopleadamantly insist that M essiah’ sname
isYeshuaand to usethename Jesusispagan! To try to reason with
some of these people is like trying to penetrate the rock of Gibralter
with awater pistol. They don't care that Jesus’ apostleswere Hebrew,
who wrote the New Testament in Greek, and the transliteration into
English of the Greek namefor M essiahis J-e-s-u-s. Apart from these
facts, they also overlook and can’t explain how so many people
have been brought to salvation and healed physically because of
faith in the name of Jesus. If the holy, precious name of Jesusis
really pagan asthey say, then why would God honor it as he has
for all these centuries?
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Furthermore, some of these Yeshua groupsalso believein Sat-
urday Sabbath keeping for salvation and the keeping of Old Tes-
tament dietary laws!

Dark Days Getting Darker

M ay God help usall continue to live holy and walk in love despite all
of the rampant wickedness, damnable doctrine and foolishness being
declared in and around the so-called churches and ministries of our
day. But, we really shouldn’t be too surprised by all of this, since
apostasy will precede therise of antichrist. So could this be the
great apostasy that the Bible speaks of ? Some think so and they
might beright! Perhaps the great apostasy referred to in 2 Thess. 2
is also alluded to in the following passage:

Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to
death, and you will be hated by all nations because of me. At
that time many will turn away from the faith and will be-
tray and hate each other, and many false prophets will appear
and deceive many people (Mat. 24:9-11).

Certainly, Mt. 24:10 isreferring to an apostasy, but it is asso-
ciated with persecution and being put to death for the Christian
faith. Thiswould also fit into the days of the reign of antichrist, but
not yet, at least not here in the USA. (In countries outside the USA,
Christians are now dying for the faith.) Remember, Jesus taught the
following to those already saved:

All men will hate you because of me, but hewho standsfirm
to the end will be saved (M at. 10:22).1—‘|~T

The Dangers of Drunkenness
[continued from page 2]

L People with drinking problems have a higher rate of divorce.

The physical dangers of alcohol consumption include:

Liver damage especially, but also brain, heart,
bone marrow and gastrointestinal tract. Such can
lead to cancer, high blood pressure, stroke, heart
attack, cirrhosis, nerve problems, etc. When the
liver is affected nutrition is also adversely im-
pacted which will hurt the entire body.

1 Becoming overweight. Oneglassof winedaily canadd

10 pounds a year to your weight.

The Greatest Danger

It is apparent that a wide variety of temporal problems stem from
drinking alcohol, asjust shown. The above cited dangers and suffer-
ingsfor the drunk, however, areinconsequential and almost not even
worth mentioning compared to the greatest danger in the entire
univer se—that of being thrown into the lake of burning sulfur,
which is forever.

Thereareonly two possible eternal destinies. If onedoesn’tin-
herit the kingdom of God he will be thrown into the lake of fire, and
drunkenness can prevent one from inheriting the kingdom of
God:
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Fighting The Good Fight

The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality,
impurity and debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, dis-
cord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, fac-
tionsand envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. | warn you,
as| did before, that those who livelike thiswill not inherit
the kingdom of God (Gal. 5:19-21).

Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the king-
dom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immor-
al nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homo-
sexuals nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slan-
derers nor swindlerswill inherit the kingdom of God. And that
is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were
sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus
Christ and by the Spirit of our God (1 Cor. 6:9-11).

According to the above passage, “once an alcoholic, always an
alcoholic” is not true. It says that is what they were (past tense), but
now they were different having been washed, sanctified and justified
in the name of Lord Jesus and by the Holy Spirit. Drunkards don’t
need rehabilitation to get freed from alcohol addiction. They need
salvation, which will immediately set them freefrom sin’sslavery
and change their spiritual identity. Furthermore,
there is no such thing as a Christian alcoholic
since drunkards will not inherit the kingdom of
God.

Jesus similarly taught about drunkenness:

But suppose the servant saysto himself, “My master is
taking alongtimeincoming,” and hethen beginsto beat
the menservants and maidservants and to eat and drink
and get drunk. The master of that servant will come on a
day when he does not expect him and at an hour he is not
aware of. He will cut him to pieces and assign him a place
with the unbelievers (Luke 12:45, 46).

This last passage, among many others, refutes the teaching of
eternal security for it iswritten about those who had been saved in the
past.

Four More Facts About Drunkenness
(1) It leads to debauchery:

Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. In-
stead, be filled with the Spirit (Eph. 5:18).

(2) 1t brings woe, sorrow, strife, complaints, needless bruises and
bloodshot eyes:

Who has woe? Who has sorrow? Who has strife? Who has
complaints? Who has needless bruises? Who has bloodshot
eyes? Those who linger over wine, who go to sample bowls
of mixed wine. Do not gaze at wine when it is red, when it
sparkles in the cup, when it goes down smoothly! In the end
it biteslike a snake and poisonslike a viper. Y our eyes will
see strange sightsand your mind imagine confusing things. Y ou
will be like one sleeping on the high seas, lying on top of the
rigging. “They hit me,” you will say, “but I'm not hurt! They
beat me, but | don’t feel it! When will | wake up so | can find
another drink?” (Prov. 23:29-35)

(3) It reveals those who do get drunk as unwise:

Wine is a mocker and beer a brawler; whoever is led
astray by them is not wise (Prov. 20:1).

(4) It disqualifies a person from spiritual leadership:

Now the overseer must be above reproach, the husband of but
one wife, temperate, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable,
able to teach, not given to drunkenness, not violent but gen-
tle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money (1 Tim. 3:2, 3).

Since an overseer is entrusted with God’s work, he must be
blamel ess—not overbearing, not quick-tempered, not given to
drunkenness, not violent, not pursuing dishonest gain (Titus
1:7).

Miscellaneous Biblical Truths
About Drunkenness

W oe to those who rise early in the morning to run after
their drinks, who stay up late at night till they are in-
flamed with wine. They have harps and lyres at their ban-
quets, tambourines and flutes and wine, but they have no re-
gard for the deeds of the LORD, no respect for the work of his
hands (Isa. 5:11,12).

Let usbehave decently, asin the daytime, not in orgies
and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and
debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy. Rather,
clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do
not think about how to gratify the desires of the
sinful nature (Rom. 13:13, 14).

Itisbetter not to eat meat or drink wine or to do
anything else that will cause your brother to fall
(Rom. 14:21).

Often people drink alcohol to numb their painful situations,
with no thoughts of their final destination beyond the grave. Thereis,
however, a much better way to find relief, which is also 100% safe.
That way isto cometo God on histerms, that is, turn from your
sins (repent) and place 100% of your trust in Jesus alone for
your salvation. Unashamedly and faithfully follow him until your
physical death to avoid being hurt by the second death or lake of
fire. Toturn to God from your idols will set you free from sin’s
bondage, giveyou great peace within and the greatest purposeto
live on earth—to serve God.

M any true Christiansin our present time used to be alco-
holics. They have been set freefrom their ungodly desiresfor al-
cohol and have been drinking living water that only Jesus can
give. Thesame can beyou! These basic simpletruthsare thousands
of years old but still work today just like they did initially.

You are invited to a new life in Christ. The choice is yours.
God bless you.‘l—‘l‘T

A man who strays from the path of

understanding comes to rest in the
company of the dead. (Prov 21:16)




